THE WHITE HOUSE

WaSHIMNGTOMN

March 25, 2003

Dear M. Speaker:

On Cct ober 16, 2002, | signed into | aw the “Authorization for
Use of MIlitary Force Against Iragq Resolution of 2002” (Public
Law 107-243). After condemni ng Saddanm Hussein's conti nued
possessi on of chem cal and biol ogi cal weapons, obstruction of

i nspections, and brutal repression of the Iraqi people, the
Congress affirned, "lraqg poses a continuing threat to the
national security of the United States and international peace
and security of the Persian GQulf region and remains in materi al
and unaccept abl e breach of its international obligations."”

Subsequent to enactnent of Public Law 107-243, the United

Nati ons Security Council unaninously agreed to Resol ution 1441
offering Iraq one final chance to disarm After nore than a
decade of deceit and defiance, the regine, yet again, failed to
“fully and unconditionally"” conply. Iraq continues to pose a
grave danger to gl obal peace and security. The United States
and our allies nmust seek to disarmlirag and liberate the Iraq
people, and we will prevail.

Today, | submt a request for 2003 suppl enental appropriations
to support Departnment of Defense operations in Iraq and to
strengthen the capabilities of our friends and allies who wl|
share the burden of mlitary and stabilization activities.
Disarmng and liberating Iraq is a first step. This request

al so provides inmmedi ate humanitarian relief, support for
reconstruction and the devel opnent of a free-market denpbcracy in
Irag. Finally, the request will enhance the safety and well -
bei ng of Anmericans at home and abroad with investnents nmanaged
by the Departnent of State, the Departnent of Honel and Security,
and ot her agenci es.

This request reflects urgent and essential requirenments. Mich
of the funding has been requested with flexible authorities
This flexibility will ensure requirenments can be i medi ately
addressed as they arise despite the unpredictabl e scope,



duration and intensity of operations. | ask the Congress to
appropriate the funds as requested, and pronptly send the bil
to me for signature. | urge the Congress to refrain from
attaching itens not directly related to the energency at hand.

Thi s suppl enental request provides essential support to
guarantee the success and safety of our nmen and wonen in
uniform to help enhance the security of Anmerica and her
citizens, and to establish an Iraqgi nation, free, prospering and
at peace with her neighbors.

Si ncerely,

xe7a

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washi ngton, D.C. 20515
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