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Report. 

April 16. 

BEHiND TEE FRONT.Diest regien/A agent reports 
that the dragoons'qqaz:tered at Rillaer,l,l.p tel the middle 
of March, camf:' . t •. , tlleir . qv.arters on the 4th er5th. They sa\J 
:tha t. they ha:v:e, an 'ijncertain district, and to . 
have af':t'ec:ted.,.,a.·,great deal.'" de strqctiC,J;n. there. They 
show s8:1fvenirs. o:r .. pillage.It probably the 7 D.C. 
An .. occasional •• rrespondent, on the o'ther hand, reports 
tha t the 26" Drago'ons, were (er at least a part thereof) 
at .BoqrgL8opoldJ!arch 7th§, , 
. reports that on april 
12th the connections of trains has been interfered 
with' by the'tranl9port:s coming from the camp of Beverloo. 
,., information 
establishes the' :fac't that the railroa.d Elten-Zevenaar is, 
along its .whole length,lined with trenches. 
. A new correspondent reports from Emmerich that the 
material which was .t. serve. fClr the 
,reported a.t .,the ... eDd of. March, wO'Q.ld be piled 'Q.p and 

' .... left,where it is !(April i5 ')/ .. . 
... PASSAGE OF • 

from neon on the t. noen,on the 14th,two batt:erles 
andtwQ . batallions.,towards Aix.Some empty trains ih 
the opposite direction • 

. -Aix-:Bleyberg. They find again en this line the 
traffic 'noted in the preceeding, one train the 11th, 
S, the .. [2 throne , the morning of the 13th. 

'.' Aix .... Vise • Nr:rma;l traf'f'1c from the 11th t. the 13th. 
traffic continq,es towards 

Liege.A:pril .rOth regimenta.l carriages 0' 
witheu.,t. teams; Gnthe.IIth -J 8 trains· transporting lfnits 

.threebatallions.0"!IT the 'I2th,6 trains 
consisting .of .. at. least two batallions.ln the opposite 
directien,a.tleast .. thirty- empty trains. 

, ,LIN]!, traf'iic from the evening 
of the 4th to the 6th( It is ,however, po'ssible that 
some .. empty, trains have" been sent :from. Lev.vain tewards 
Di.st. ' ..... , .... . . . 

.. .,,01 the morning of the 7th commences, towards Lo-q.­
vain,aninportant transport coming from. the camp of 

comprising five trains", x:iM Fdu.w;:J:ix xx 
%«&;.'"on. the7th,seven on the 8th, three on the .. 9th, 

.. iOth .• traffic appeared t(ll be ended 
. ,en., the. IOth.at nine 0.,' ebservation lasting 

abo'lf,t, : i4 ho-grs" as an average" it ,is pos·sible that the 
real. traf'fic, comprilSes 30 traine. . 
, '. In ,opposi te d1..rectien 15 empty trains, well..-cbserved. 

LiDbr1&i}fQfi .. '.' " 
LlNE. BRUSSELS )DENDERLEEUWo Normal traffic from the 

3rd te the is po.ssibl.e that abo1;ltiO empty trains 
have been-moved te from. the 6th to the 8th. 
. , LINE. BRUSSELSJENGImIN.. Normal' traff ic from the 3rd 
t. the 4th.Fr,om't"the 5th'ttl the.Ioth,seven separate 
trains towards lInghein. (2 on the 5th,2 on the. 7th, 0 
on,the 6th)// in the opposite direction a marked 
traffic trains.They have Deted 

observations averaging 14hours" 
". Nermal trafiictowards Mens from 
the 4th to the merning, of the 7th.On.the afternoon ef' 
the 7jth,4 trains;the 8th;? 
3 .. in .. the morning,The total of the. real traffic. accord­
ingto the d-q.r.atien of observations sho'q.ld to 
30 or35 trains. 
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At HANNOVER there is the lOth army corps. The 73rd and 74th reg. of 
infantry as well aksthe lOth reg. of art. are part of this corps. At 
~the end of 1916 there were certain troubles at the Barracks of Hanov~. 
Cause: insufficient food. 
At HILDESHEDvr (near Hanover) there are approximately 20,000 men(lO corps) 
At STRAATSBOURG in the barracks situated at Quai de Schlachthaus, there 
is the l26th reg. og inf. (Wurtemberg): the 105th reg; of inf .. (Saxonia) 
u At the isplanade there is the barracks of the l32nd reg. 0 f inf. the 
l43rd reg. of info the 15th battalion of sappers, the lOth reg. of 
unmounted artillery, and thexlI:B5. train reg .• No. 15, all these forming 
part of the 15th army corps. This corps was ax!_! •• fighting at the Haute 
Alsace. 
At SINGEN (Grand Duche at Baden) mhere are 2 compo of Frontierguards tro~s. 
At SAARBURG there is the 97 reg. of info and the 11th Uhlans, pertaining 
to the 21st co rpe. 
At HAGENAU there is the 16th army corps. 
At BADEN Cos there are til. large Zeppelin5 sheds. 

At Friedrichshaten the building of Zeppelin airshipe is not going on 
in the same way as before. The army& command finally have understood that 
the Zeppelins did not have the good results as was expected from them. 
Hundreds of workmen «1 in .the Zeppelinairship factories have been dismissed 
and ever since they have been appointed ~~for amkm-mimB building of 
submarines and in ammunition factories. From another aource I was informed 
that these measure were taken in accordance with a secret ,~imK order 
to engage no subjects of hostile countries in any ot the ammunition fac­
tories. Neither may Poles be engaged in these tactories. 

The Zeppelinsheds at STUTTGART are provided with a double roof. On 
the upper roof they have shortly painted a row ot trees. 

Both during the daytime and at night the building of the new Rhine 
bridge between Buderich and the Wessl is continued. At present the work 
is almost finished. This bridge is over 500 metres long, and they started 
this work in 1914, a few days before war 'roke out. 

In LEIPZIG I learned that among the Gree'ci an troops interned at 
Gorlitz riots had occurred. Cause unknown. A German Feldwelbel (segg.maj ) 
who was in the same oompartment as I was, claimed to be informed by a 
reliable source that it was intended to send these Greeican troops to 
the'Russian tront, as a result of this mutiny. Many of the interned are 
said to be wounded._ 

At Iwangorod and Lublin the military authorities have ma established 
large drill grounds, where the Poland Legionists are trained. The population 
in the neighbourhood is laughing Bii~ at it, as they never seen more than 
2 coppan~es over there,receiving praotice in such a tremendous space • 
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NClVtA..~ 
STATEMENT MADE BY A DESERTER OF THE ".sAII:8RB ARTILLERY REGIMENT Z' 

A deserter of the 7th compo III Battalion of the Matrosen Art. 
Regt. 2, which made an impression of being reliable, turnsihed the 
following info rmations; 

As to the defence of the be1igian coast, this is divided into 
2 sections (Coast ia&~tx Sector); 
(1) X Coast Sector East: From the Dutch border tol Wenduyne included, 
under the command of the Rear admiral Schmidt v.Schwind, with their 
headquarters a Zeebrugge. This section is subdivided into : Right 
wing (f~m the Dutch border to the Canal Leopold) and a left wing 
(trom the Canal Leopold to Wenduyne). 
(2). Coast Sector West: From Wenduyne to Westende Bath, under the 
command ot O.C. 2nd Brigade) Naval Corps. both 

The two regiments of naval artillery at the Belgian coast, con­
sist of two battalions aaak; with 5 companies eaCh and of a battalion 
containing 6 companies, the latter comprising 2 machine gun companies. 

Every couple of months the engineers and the men which have 
ampmrmam.B knowledge of torpedoes etc. are withdrawn ... in small 
numbers and sent to Germany~ Large detachments of naval artillery men 
have been sent to lurkey u civilians before the war was declared •. 
The adreas oftha Naval artillery in Turkey has always been: 
Imperial German Naval Detachment, Turkey •••••••. and no more. 

The troops along the. coast are coptmnually subject to sudden 
reviews. 

The alarmaignal for the Eastern Sector usually is: If!uudll.DlXlluul:mi 
3 fed "double stars" from a. submarine 4 Patrol· veasels filt. light signal 
rockets. The alarm signal for the right wing sector east is: 
3 ~%B" rounds apreading a green light, from a pistol. 
Alarm signal for the left wing: 3 r%~nds'ired. 

During a Zeppelin raid to Englana?y~ ~mpty balloon (a direction 
balloon) in the air betwe"nHeyst and Knocke, at a m:ax at a consideraile 
height. This balloon ie'extremely light. Each time that a Zeppelin raid· 
to England took place tllie. ma11oon. is up in the air and as soon as the 
balloon is taken down t.h.i;i.~ai1(Jra know that the raid is over. During 
the night the Zeppe1ins j;know::thedirection by an automatic lightning 
ffom the same pointi:.t%# . .'.·eve~ycouple 0 f seconds powerful perpendicular 
lightnings are then see~~:These lightnings are started at the time the 
Zeppelins leave their base 'and and go on uninterruptedly until they 
have returned. . 
!Niu% "Nebel Kommando".·~,astJuly a detachment of 30 men of the naval 
artillery under the .. c~~d of. an engineer (an otticer 0 f the navy re­
serve) was formedYfith;fr~,ceivedpractice in using a chemical material 
~y whi·ch vapor couldlbe:;p~~duced. The fog thus tormed is designed to 
conceal the batteries from'hostile aerial observation. The process was 
kept secret and the f101~ie.z:s were not entitled to see anything elllcept 
the result. The stuft~u. at the outside looks like ordinary peat 
and was 8'i~ied by rail~~y in great barrels ~:.tcontaining 2 or 300 
litre~, :lXD a great.di~tan4fe~ and this stuff was lit in large pane 
'~und the battery .. T~ie:.~roduced a fog which remain';: at a slight 
height over the battery /'80 as to hide it from 0 bssrvation. This 
vapor has little. or no odour and one' a eyes jrillim1JO!ltmi1m&DIIIIllxpBriuadlKl 

are not affe,ctedj noma(Jlts were utilized. This is purely a defensive 
system, for't.he. batt.erie.s ane not able to fire when such a "foglt is 
produced, ~d one.'c,o~d n9t see farther than 20 or 30 metres in any 
direction. til". througll.the "fog'·. 

The deserter in'question has seen the "tog" himself, used with 
eucces, at least' 40r 5 times. 
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.~pril 14, 1917. 

Germano-Dutch frontier. 
From an unchecked source is reported on }..:.pril 10th the hasty derlurture 

of undetermined troops 'i:E. ca.ntoned at Bentheim and Gronau. They were 
.probably headed for the 'Iiestern front. (und.er reserve) 

Duisburg. 
From a source which is not yet tested, but which m;::,.y be qui te reliable, 

noti ce was offic ia11y given,. in due time, of the passage tr.rouch the 
station of Duisburg, "of a division travelling under the designa.tion of 
I,lagdeburg" ,-- a journey which !lro'bably c omnenced March 29. The route 
probably was ¥'i:a south-west via Duisburg, il..ix, thence west. 

Indeed, the passage of trai ns which could transport comLJlete uhi ts 
is described from the 31st to the 2nd, as well as sone movement from the 
3rd to the 6th. 

From the same source:-- i)assenger travel was prohibited at the ])uis­
burg station from the 29th of M.arch to the 15th of AIJriL (under reserve). 

Recrm i I"€: 
Class 1919. An official notice IJrescribes the reexamination of all 

young men at Aix-la-Chapelle, born in 1899, to take place from the 12th to 
the 26th of A.l)ril. This is trB first time that a notice of this sort has 
a.fJpeared in the par;er, and elsewhere everything' tends to indicate tha.t 
the incorporation of thatcla.ss ~-e lJas already commenced in that district. 
It is likely that that notice applies to youths who are to be left at home 
longer than the large f1Urt of their class. 

s~ district. An official'notice of the 11th of i.Dril prescribes 
that youths borne between January 1 and June 30, 1900, shall l.JI'esent 
themselves to be enrolled under the control of the Land sturm , of from 
17 to 20/4. 

52nd Reserve division. 
Two deSerters have understood it to be said that toot division was 

recently sent to the Eastern front. Notice 'ffJ2.y not be taken of thtl.t 
assertion except with great reserve, on account of the fact that ill gener<.:.l 
the sttl.teJrents of these deserters m<:;.y be conSidered CIS untru.stworthy. 

Food, etc. 
One deserter said that serious dis turbanc es occurred at ~ix la Chupelle 

on tho lOth of AiJri 1. 
Official notices ap[!oa.rirg in the .Rhine Press areto the effect that 

the bread ration l1a.s been reduoed t 0 ~.g 170 grams from 200 granis 1Jer day, 
on account of the unfavorable inventory of brains. However, by way of 
compensation, the weekly ration of meat has been in:~ reased by 250 gra::ns. 

At Cologne the fight to the (pantities Of i1.our, butter and fat allowed 
u:p to the present tin:e, ~& to pastry-cooks, has been withdra'.vn. 
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Militarw Report. 

April I6. (2) • 
. .. 

Some empty. trains also towards Mons.They noticed 4 
on 'the morning .. of the lOth. in the opposite direction, 
eq1;11valent mClvtmu~nt.femptytrains .. which appears to 
have conlm.enced: ... before the .. transports themselves • 
. , .LiNE BRUSSELS)CHARE )Nfuom.a.l traffi'c from the 4th to the 
9th~ . 

V A R - I O· US. 
RAILROADS:A geod agent reports that the line An­

vers-Heren,Thalso.-Tqrnho-y,t has j-q.st been eql,l.iped with 
allt ema.t i cs ignals • . . .. 
. T.he "V\olkst're-y.nd" (Au-a Chapelle) of April 12th 
Pllblishes"the notice that the transport of. merchandise 
and packag."s by fast trains, stepped s.ince March 30th, 
starts~again April i~th. . 

CANALS:A regqlar,reliable correspondent reports 
fre>m relia.ble. SO'Q,rcte. that the s'Q.pplJr beats will no 
longer arrive at'Lille as formerll'-.The: 51fpply port 
will be T.8qrnai, auld the provisiens will be transferred 
.to. that place. b;V. railroad. This action seems to have 
been·taken,on·AprilI:Sth • 
.... . . :rOOD SUPPLiES:For the period from the I5th te the 
2~st of April the ration ofpotatees at Essen is ~ 
poqnds ,per. capita/.The "heavw w.rkers~ r,eceive 5 po-q.nds.· 
Pr.ice· 20 pfennig , for S pOl,l.nds.(Essener Volf'szei tqng 
1:1/4." •... ._ ' .' " . 

The Aachener Post of April 2ndreceivea,f'rcm Ber­
lin the news that the ltnpress . has made a gift.f 
jewel~ of great valllewhich wo~d,be sold in ne~tral 
coU,;ntries. 
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Movement of Troops. 
March 26,1917. 

In regard to the division of securing information 
from deserters,the following shows one week~'s work in 
the matter of locating organizations of' the German army 
by one of the' systems here . in !he Hague. This system per­
tains to the ••••••••. and they are spending what would 
amount to$5,OOO a month in this work. 

The informatien checked up in the past week regarding 
German infantry regiment divisions is as follows: They have 
established the fact that from 'the 404 regt. to the 
408th regt.of' Ger.manInf.are all assigned in the 202nd dieo 
vision; that the 204~h c!ivision division was assigned in . 
Ghent ~n Feb.22nd:last,and consists of two brigades, the 
407th and the. 40B br·igade-the 40'7th brigade consists of' 
the 413 regt·. of' inf., 414th regt. of' inf., and 3B8th of 
Landwehr inf.; the .4oBth brigade consists of' the 415 regt. 
of' inf '.' the 41-oth regt,. of inf., and the 39th regt·. inf/ 
Landsturm; -that the 409th-412th regiment, of inf. are 
as signed :to the 203rd divi sion" 
. That. the 413th .rej$t/ is assigned to the 207th division; 
that the 41Bth 're~t/is ass igned to the 183 div., though . 
it has also.been reported as in the 192nd division; the ! 
439th regt. is in the 205th div.; the 440-44Bth regts. 
are assigned to" the .iB3rd divisi,m, and were in the Rmnanian 
campaign,The 450th regt.is assigned to the 223rd div.in 
Belgium. . 

.Al.l the above regts,are of the older levies. InJ"an­
~ary 1917 the hew. regiments were inaRUrated,f'ormed and 
started-j~st exactly how many of the old men were assign­
ed to the new, I have not yet f'ound out,but in the 450th 
regt.it is known'that in each company of 250 men, 50 of 
them. have seen service at either the R$ssian or the Ser­
bian front.The new regiments started on Janua~ 1917 be­
gan at 451and ended 'with 640.The ~oOth,46lst,462nd 
regts.are assigned to the 23'7th div.and were formed and 
organized at Elsenborn, near the Dutch frontier,and within 
the.last months and within the last 15days have been 
sent to the Rq,ssfan front.The 231st,232nd,233rd dive were 
f'ormed in Bonn,Brandenb~rg, and W-q,rdenbruck. The 603rd regt. 
is assigned to the 251st div.as is also the 64th regt.The 6 
607th and609th regt. pertain to the 252nd div.and were 
formed in Cologne 'and are stationed at ;f/ Cleve. 

I may state t:m t the. ~sual formation is 3' rgts. in a 
division,though some,have four.The 204th div.consists of 
2 brigades' of three rgts., each as noted above and the 
o09thregt.mentioned above.(~e of' the deserters reports 
that his regt"WE!s formed f,rom many different classes at 
least one. f'ourth of the men having seen previo~s service 
at'the front.A majority of' the men-a.t least one half 
of the men4le said belong to: the class 18g8.He stated 
that the, f'irst. batal1ion was in Cologne, the second bat ... 
allion at ',Bonn, and another bata'llion o~ the same regt ..... 
evidently.the 3rd-a.t ~skirchen. . 
. . Another deserter stated that the 610 and 6l2th regts. 
are.now at Aix~la~ha~elle,Du.ren~n~and,st~lberg?EsChWeiler, 
and Forst,and the 6llth regt.at erich.rrom another sou~ 
rce,the 6l3th and the 614th regt. are at Z05sen.From one 
of' the agents pertaining to this system,he reported on 
Februa~t 24th that cavalry were beginning to arrive in 
:selgi~he., first detachment on Feb. 20th, and that the 
605;'607, and 6llth regts. were in the di. strict of Wesel. 

another agent also reported that Hindenburg with his 
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Movement of Troops. (.2 ). 
e 
entire staff had arrived at Kreuznach,near Mainz?on Mar. 
7th, and, that subseq~ently the.,;ICaiser with his retainers 
arrived at. the same place and is still occupying quarters 
at the Bade ~Rotel there. 

Another agent reports from Cologne that he heard from 
another agent that the 460th, regt.had just arrived there. 

This was one of the new regiments. 

• 
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