
NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL·INTELUGENCE AGENCY 

Steven Aftergood 
Federation of American Scientists 
1725 De Sales Street NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036 
saftergood@fas.org 

Dear Mr. Aftergood: 

7500 GEOINT Drive 
SpriAgtield, VIrginia 22110 

Sent via U.S. mail 
December 13, 2012 
Re: FOIA Case Number: 20130009F 

This letter responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated October 10, 2012, which 
we received on October 10, 2012. You requested access to "a copy of each [annual report to the 
Director of National Intelligence on the declassification of historical intelligence satellite imagery 
pursuant to executive order 12951) annual report to the DNI since May 2010". 

A search ofNGA's system of records located two documents (16 pages) that are responsive to your 
request. We reviewed the responsive documents and with coordination from the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence (ODNI), determined that a partial release of the documents (nine pages) will be 
released pursuant to Exemption 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 of the FOIA. 

Exemption 1 protects from disclosure information which is properly classified pursuant under an 
Executive Order. In your case, the deleted information is denied because it is currently and 
properly classified in accordance with Executive Order 13526 Section 1.4 and pertains to (c) 
intelligence activities (including covert action), intelligence sources or methods, or cryptology. 

Exemption 2 protects records that relate only to the internal personnel rules and practices of an 
agency. 

Exemption 3 incorporates non-disclosure provisions contained in existing Federal statutes. In 
your case, the Federal statutes that prevent disclosure are 10 U.S.C. §457, which pertains to 
operational files previously maintained by or concerning activities of the National Photographic 
Interpretation Center (NPIC) and 10 U.S.C. §424, which protects organizational and personnel 
information for Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), National Reconnaissance Office, and 
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (N GA). 

Exemption 5 protects from disclosure inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters 
which would not be available to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. 

Exemption 6 protects all information about individuals in "personnel and medical files, and 
similar files" when disclosure of such information "would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy. 
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If you are dissatisfied with this response to your request, you have the right to file an administrative 
appeal by writing to the address below and referencing FOIA case number 201300009F. Please include a 
copy of the original request, this response, and a statement about why the records should be disclosed. 
Your appeal must be postmarked no later than 60 days after the date of this letter: 

National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
FOIA Requester Service Center 
7500 GEOINT Drive, MS S71-0GCA 
Springfield, VA 2215 0-7 5 00 

If you choose not to appeal, but have questions about the way we handled your request, or about our 
FOIA regulations or procedures, please contact Helen Brownie Chapman, FOIA Program Manager, at 
571-557-2987 or by email at Helen.B.Chapman@nga.mil. 

szy, 
PAm1.t~ 
Office of Corporate Communications 
NGA Initial Denial Authority 
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TS-20 12-1 040 

TfJP SECRfET!fTALEtff KEYIIOLEHNOFOI=tN 

NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL~~NTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
'7500 GEOINT Drlv~ 

$prin;Jfle-ld. Virginia 2.2150 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

SUB .. IECT: 

REFERENCES: 

(UHFOUO} Declassification of Historical Imagery 

a. (U) DNI Memorandum, "F~e¥establishment of Program for 
Review of Imagery From Space-Based National Intelligence 
Reconnaissance Systems," E/S 00399. 26 May 2010 (U) 

b. tU) Executive Order 1295"l, ''Release of Imagery Acquired by 
Space·-Based National lnteUigence Heconnaissance 
Systems,'· 22 February 1995 (U) 

c. (U) DNI Memorandum, "Declassification of Historical 
lmagery,"-18 .. January 2011 (TS//SiffK//NF) 

1. (Uh'FOUO) As directed by Reference a, enclosed is the annual report to DNI on the 
status O'f the Historical Imagery Declassification (HID) Review. 

2. (UfiFOUO) DNI appointed the Director of the National Geospatial-lntelligence 
Agency as the accountable official for developing, implementing, and managing a 
program for the periodic: review of imagery from obsolete space-based national 
reconnaissance terris. a · · irn sed on DNI Reference b. IIIII 

e 
-9 panorarruc camera rn ns are as identified in 

Reference c, the HID working groups proceeded with a formal declassification review 
process for imagery frorn the KH-9 missions. 

3. (UI/~OUO) HID Panel rfJpresentatives have concurred on a plan for pnased 
declassification of approximately the Kl-~~9 panoramic camera system 
imagery collected between 197'1 and '1984. To make the data accessible to the public. 
the HID Panel is conferring with the National Archives and Records Administration on 
requirernE-mts for accepting the original negative records and associated finding aids. 

(b) (3) 

CL UY: 10'170'1'0 
CL REASON: GF.:OINT SC<~ 
DECL ON: 203"/050;( 

UPON REMOVAL OF IF.NCLOSURf!, THIS DOCUMENT BECOMES UNClASSIFIE:O/JFOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

TOF• SEGRETNTALENT t\EYIIOlEHNOFORN 
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lOP SeCRET/ffALEN'f KEYIIOLENNOFORN 

U-20'12-1 040 

SUB.JE.CT: (UI/FOUO) Declassification of Historical Imagery 

b(2) b(6) 

Enclosures 

J /. •f. ~-· ... l:.!_ . ;.< (. . 
{..Y~:~ U. t.('{;!,_ v~ V t-·"<.;; i 
Letitia A. Long 

Director 

v 

1. (U) 20·11 Historicallmag{=''Y Declassification Annual Report (TS/FFI<H~~F) 
b(3) 10 U.S C 424 
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' 
TOP SECRETHTALENT KEYIIOLEh'NOFORN 

2011 111STORICAL IMAGERY DECLASSIFICATION ANNUAL REPORT 

1. (UNf'OUO} By memorandum dated 26 May 2010 ("Re-establishment of Program for Review 
of Imagery From Space~ Based National Intelligence Reconnaissance Systems, ·-the 
Directc.x of National Intelligence (DNI) appointed the Director of the National Geospatial­
lntelllgence Agency (D/NGA) as the accountable official for developing, implementing, and 
managing a program for the periodic review of imagery from obsolete space-based national 

2. (llilf"OUO) In January 20·11, on the basis of mcornmendation~~ 1:rom thf} HID Panel, DNI 
declared the l<H-9 panoramic Gamera mission to be obsolete·witllln tile meaning of E.O. 12951. 
This opened the way for the formal declassification review process of imagery from the KH-9 
missions collected between '197·1 and 1984. The HID Panel completed recommendations for 
declassification of the KH·9, and its tinal report has been forwarded to tile DNiunder separate 
memorandum with D/NGA's endorsement. 

~1. (UiiFOUO} The HID Panel recommends that I<H··9 panoramic camera system imagery 
collected between June 1971 and October 1 H84 be declassified with tbe following exceptions 1: 

GL SY: 1017070 
GL HEASON: GEOJNT SCQ 
OEGt. ON: 2.0370502 

TOP Sf:Cftf!ff/'fALENT t<EYIIOLEl/NOFORN 



TOP SEORETHTALENT I<EYHOLEHNOFORN 

(Y.Vj;QIJO) Upon ONI approval, NGA and the National Archives and Records 
Administration {NARA) will execute a Memorandum of Understanding regarding 
specifics for declassific.";ttion and transfer of KH-9 panoramic camera system imagery. 
NGA will ensure that ru·II'IIII"'\!:IJ t'\h'''tr\1'11"<:111''h'"' rn~t<='ll'i·:al 

du ate ositive im 

b(1 )1 4(c) b(3) 

2 
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TOP SECRETNTALENT KEYI-IOLENNOFORN 

6. (U) Tl1is document 1s submitted to satisfy tht~ annua.l reporting reqwrement contained in the 
c:~forf~rnenlioned DNI tasking memorandum. Additional feports will be made as requested or 
warranted. 

who may be reoclled at 
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TOP SECRETNSIIJ'TALENT KEY~tOLEI/NOFORN 

NATIONAL GEOSPATlAL·INTELUGENCE AGENCY 
4fi00 Sangamoro R.Olild 

Botlluda. Maryland 20116·500:1 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF N.A. TtONAL INTELUGENCE 

SUBJECT • LJriFOUO) Oeclassif,caHon of H:stoncallma~gery 

NOV 2 2 lOW 

REFERENCES· a (UHFOUO) ONI Memo. ~Re-establishment of Program for Rev1ew 
of lmager~-from S ace·based National Intelligence Reconnaissance 
Sysv:ms,~ ' 26 May 2010 

b (lJNFOlJO) Executive Order 129.51. 'Release of Imagery Acquired 
by· Space-based National Intelligence Reconnaissance Systems,~ 22 
Febi!uary 1995. 

1 (Ur'IFOUOy As directed by the L?l instruction (Reference a). enclosed is the annual 
report to DNI en the status of Historical Imagery Declassification {HID) revtew. 

b(5) • L ( U/.'FOUO) Nl appatnted t.ne 01rector of the National Geospatial-
tntetltgence Agency as the "accountabfe official for de·vetoplng, implementing. and manag1ng a 
program for the periodic review or imagery from obsolete space-based national reconnaissance 

· on 

ill b(2) b(6) 

b(2) b(6) 

Enclosure 

O(,il:~,L 11- ~ · . 
Letitia A. Long (( 

Director 

1. (U) Annual HID Repor., 30 September20,0 (TS.'t'Sir'rfl(:#r~F~ 

UPON REMOVAL OF ENCJ..OSURE. DOCUMENT BECOMES .IJNClA~SJFIEOUFOR OFFICIAL. US.E ONLY 

TOP SECRETNSil/TALENT f<EYffOLEHNOFORN 



TOP SECRETf/Sb'/TALENT KEYHOLf!/1NOFOftN 

NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL·INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
4600 Sangamoro Road 

6e\hssda, Maryland ~0615o-50()3 

ANNUAL REPORT 

HISTORICAL IMAGERY DECLASSIFICATION 

30 September 2010 

1 (U//FOUOi the Director of Nationallnt:elltgence (DNI} 
a.oPotnted the D1rector of the National Geospa.tial·lntelligence Agency (0/NGA) ~s the 
· aGc.ountab!e officiai for developing. tmptementmg. and managing a program f·or the penodrc 
.;t-:Vli::.W of Hn<~ger~ from obsolt?.te space·-basecl nat1onal reconnaissance s.·· DNI's 

b(1) b(3) 

I.Ur. F"0l>Oi Recommendation After careful review and coorcimatton amongst 
intGHlgence Commumty agenctes and stakeho!oers. the working group recommends to 

UPON HEMOVAL. OF ENCLOSURE 3, DOCUMENT BECOMeS SECRETIINOFORN 

DERIVED FROM: Mult.iple Sources 
DECL ON: 2035\1915 

TOP SECRETh'Sb'ITK/fNOFORN 



TOP SECRETiiSitffALENT KEYHif)LE/1NOFORN 
. ., 

ONI that the KH-9 panoramic camera mission be declared "obsolete" within the meaning 
of E 0. 12~l51 Upon DNt's deciaratlon. fRWG will begin the format declassification 
review process of 1magery from !he KH-9 mission, consisting of imagery c:oUected 
belween 1971 and 1984, covering most of the Earth's surface. 

b(3) 

b(1) b(3) 

4. cu ~ Th1s document is sub1ruttet1 to satisfy the annual reporting requirement contained' in the 
DNI tasKmg memorandum da\eo 26 May 2010. Addibonal reports will be made as requested or 
warranted. 

Enclosure:5 
~~ '(U) Terms of Reference {UitFOUO) 
::~. ( U1 Work Plan ( SHP4F) 

~(L~. 
Leiitia A. Lc:ng 

orr ector 

3. (U} Assumpttons and Findings (TS/ISitffl-t.'lNFl 

cc: 
HID Panel Members 

UPON REMOVAL Or ~NCLO~tJR£ 3, OOCUMfNT BECOiiiESSECRETUNOFORN 

TOP SECRETNSINTALENT I<EYIIOLENNOFORN 



U:NGLASSIFIEONFOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(U) HtSTORICAL IMAGERY DECLASSIFICATION REVJEW PROGRAM 

1 
(U) EO 1.3526, Classified lv'atkJ£.t.al Securit;t Jnformatwn. issued 29 Decemb-er 2009. deals with 

-:la~sificat,on .and d~dass16caticn of ,:;11 other naticnai securit:' information, mcluding tmagery derjvr:d 
report1n.g systs:Yl pr ogr1i:lmrnat1cs. etc. 

J 
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