
What is the Commercial 
Satellite Imagery Library?

• The Commercial Satellite Imagery Library 
(CSIL) is a repository of unclassified commercial 
satellite imagery scenes; purchased by DoD 
components over the past 15 years.  These 
holdings have been digitally archived and may 
be accessed by DoD personnel.  The results of a 
query against this database (the images 
themselves) may be obtained by the requester, 
without cost. The imagery is shipped in the form 
of cd-roms or 8 mm tapes through standard 
parcel delivery shipping methods; or may be 
downloaded via a special telecommunications 
system link called Sky Media.
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How do I find CSIL 
Homepage ?

Go to one of these Networks:

-From the SCEN (http://intranet.se.nima.smil.mil/)
select  Leaving the Intranet NIMA SIPRNet
this takes you to NIMA’s SIPRNet Homepage.   
(www.nima.smil.mil),  where you will select 
Commercial Satellite Imagery

-From the SIPRNet type in the following address:      
http://diaimagery.dia.smil.mil/csil/index.shtml

-From the JWICS type in the following address:
http://diaimagery.diac.dia.ic.gov/CSIL/
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Searching  CSIL  Holdings 
What  Where  When

Unclassified

Unclassified

What 

Select a ‘sensor’ type
This may be one or any number
of  available sensor platforms. 
In example on the right the
LandSat, Ikonos Multispectral,
and Ikonos Panchromatic sensors
have been selected.      

Where  and  When

Further refinement of the search 
can include the parameters:
- Date of Acquisition
- Satellite tracks 
- Country Imaged
- Area of Interest

In the example on the right there
is a specific time period defined
for the query.  And the entire
United States has been identified 
as the area of search.       

Results

The results of a query against the CSIL
database (with user supplied criteria)
yields image ID data for each returned
scene; including an associated
thumbnail graphic .  (shown below) 

With definitive image information serving 
as guidance, the user has only to click on 
the “Order” hypertext to add an image to 
the Inquiry List (images to be shipped). 

Ordering
Once the inquiry list is complete, simply click on the 
“View/Finalize CSIL Inquiries” hypertext. This routes the 
user to a review/edit page with the list of images 
requested.  Here first time users register themselves,  
providing a shipping address; and consent to the NIMA 
licensing/copyright agreements.  


