




















































For example, in 2008 Iran announced that it 

had installed missiles on one of its patrol craft, 

turning it into a guided missile patrol craft. 

Iran also substantially upgraded the PF-103-

class patrol ship NAGHDI with missiles. This 

type of retrofitting will allow the IRIN to 

extend the usefulness of its aging fleet. 

In contrast to the IRIN, the IRGCN has con­

centrated on acquiring and developing small, 

fast boats, some lightly armed and others 

armed with missiles and torpedoes, and will 

probably continue this trend. 

Weapons 
Naval modernization is one of Iran's highest 

military priorities and the country continues to 

focus on weapons acquisition and development 

programs. Programs of interest include expand­

ing inventories of existing weapons systems and 

increasingly sophisticated systems. Weapons, 

such as the Hoot supercavitation high-speed 

missile torpedo, may be proliferated through­

out the Iranian naval inventory, as will longer 

range anti-ship cruise missiles, such as the 

Ra'ad. Finally, given the importance of min­
ing to Iranian naval strategy, some effort will 

continue in this area as well. 

Changes in Strategy 
Iran's naval forces are unlikely to make whole­

sale changes to their naval strategy. However, 

it is clear that Iran will modify its strategy 

when appropriate. Rear Admiral Daneh-Kar 

noted that Iranian planners would review and 

revise their operational doctrine based on les­

sons learned from past and current operations, 

as well as on the capabilities of new weapons 

systems entering the service. He continued, 

"We cannot develop the Navy's operational 

doctrine in isolation."13 

Recent activity bears witness to some of this 

adaptation. IRIN commander Rear Admiral 

Sayyari has stated that the IRIN will push 

operations further out into the Gulf of Oman 

and even the Indian Ocean to protect Iran's 

maritime interests, and, as mentioned earlier, 

Iran claims its naval forces are conducting ex­

tended patrols. A decade hence may see more 

frequent IRIN patrols in the north Arabian 

Sea or Indian Ocean. To support this, the 

IRIN has a plan to establish new naval bases 

along the Gulf of Oman by 2015 and strength­

en its presence outside the Strait ofHormuz. 

The IRGCN will likely continue to patrol and 

operate inside the Persian Gulf, a place where 

Rear Adru.iralHabibollah Sayyari, COIllIllander of the 
IRIN, in front of a poster depicting IRIN naval platfoTIlls 
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its asymmetric tactics and numerous platforms 

are at an advantage. However, its moderniza­

tion efforts may provide it with more sophisti­

cated platforms. 

Conclusion 

«The countries if this region have a sensitive strategic 

and geopolitical situation and the Islamu Republic if 
Iran can play a considerable role among these coun­
tries. » 

General Mohammad-Baqer ,<:plqadr 

Former Deputy Commander 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

Iran sees itself as a regional power, and its 

naval forces, the IRIN and the IRGCN, plan 

to support this view as they work to expand 

both their weapons inventories and their 

capabilities. According to Iranian officials, 

"extra-regional" forces are neither welcmne 

nor necessary in the waterways ofthe Middle 

East, and the Iranian armed forces have 

"proven during these 30 years of the revolu­

tion that they are ready to defend the territory 
of their country."14 

H'JRCC Commander: M.!".!"ik :Fe.!"t Show.!" fran A/a;qp Reao/ to Mac!, " Vi.!"ion if the hhmic Mpub/ic if fran}/etwori, 19 Ju! 2008. 
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