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INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY POLICY GUIDANCE 
NUI\1BER 704.3 

DElIro"IAL OR RE\'OCA 110N OF ACCESS TO SE.'iSI11\'E COMPAR'Th1ElIro'TED 
INFORMATION, OTIIER CONTROLUm A CCESS PROGRAM LNFORMATION, 

AJ'oiD ApPEALS PROCESSES 

(EFFECTIVE: 02 OCTOBER 2008) 

A. AUTHORITY: The National Security Aa of 1947. as amended; !he Counlerintdligtntc 
Enhancemc'nl Act of2002. lIS amended; E.,;ec;utive Order (EO) 12333. as aJI1ended; EO 13355; EO 
12968. and other applicable provisions of law. 

B. APPLICABlLITY: Thi$ directive applies to !he Intelligence Community (lC). lUi defiMd by 
!he National Securi ty Act of 1947. lUi amended. and OIhet departments or agencies that may be 
dcsignated by the President. or designated joimly by the Director of National Imelligence (DNI). 
and the head of the department or agency concerned. lUi an element of !he Ie or those government 
entities designated to detennine eligibility fOf Sensitive Comparunented Infonnation (SCI) acces.s. 

C. SCOPE: Determinations regarding eligibility for initial or continued access shall be made in 
accordance with Intelligence Community Directive (leO) 704. Personnel Security Standards and 
Procedures Governing Eligibility for ACXCS5 to Sensiti\'e Compartmented InfDmUlLion and other 
Conuolled Access Program lnfonnation. Subjec;ts who ha\'C been considered for and denied initial 
or continued access 10 SCI and other controlled access programs pursuant to the provisions of ICD 
704 shall. to the exlent provided herein. be afforded an opponunily 10 appeal the denial or 
revocation of such access. 

D. PROCESS 

I. Subjects whose access has been denied or revoked shall be provided with the following: 

a. A comprehensive written explanation of the basis fOl" the denial or revocation &$ the 
national security interests of the United States and other applicable laws permit; 

b. An explllllation of the right 10 be represented by counselor O!her representative at their 
own expcru;e; to request any documc'nts. ~rds or reportS upon which the denial or rcvocalion is 
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based: and to request the enti\'(: investigative file as pcrmiued by the national security and applicablc 
law' , 

c. Any documents. records and rqJOrts upon which a denial or re-'OCation is based 10 be 
provided within thirty (30) days ofrequcst and to the extent they would be provided ifrequcsted 
under applicable law, to include the Freedom oflofonnation Act (5 U.S.C. 552) or the Privacy Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552a): 

d. An opportunity to respond. in writing. within forty-five (45) days of receipt ofl"1:le ... anl 
documentation 10 request a review of the detmnination; 

e. Written notice of and reasons for the results of the review. the identity of the deciding 
authority in accordance wi!.h operational requirements. and written noti~eof!.hc right to appeal; 

( An opportunity 10 appeal 10 the Head of their IC Element. who may either make a final 
detmnination himself, or appoint a high·IC\·el panel which shall be comprised of at leas I threc: 
members, two of whom shall be selected from outside the security arena. Recommendations of the 
panel shall be complete and in .... Titing. Nothing in this document shall prohibit a Head of an Ie 
Element from pefSOnally exercising !.he appeal authonty based upon reamunendati<ms from an 
appeals panel. In such case. the decision of the Head of an IC Elemenl shall be final; and 

g. An opportunity \0 appear personnlly befo\'(: an adjudicative or other authority, other than 
the investigating entity, as determined by !.he Head of an Ie Element. to present relevant documents. 
materials, and infonnarion. A ",Tiuen summary or recordiog of such an appearance shall be made a 
pennanent part of the subject's security record. The decision of any appeal panel shall be made I 
pennanent part orthe subject'S security record. 

2. When the Head ofan Ie Element. or designoe, pefSOnally eertffies that a procedure set forth 
herein cannot be made available without damaging national security interests, !.he particular 
proocdure shall not be made a\"';lable. This certification shall be cooclusiR Should it be 
determined that the appeal procedures pre$Cribed in !.his Policy GUIdance cannot be invoked in a 
manner that is consistent with the national security. the individual may be denied an appeal. 

3. The ONI or Principal Deputy ONI, in consultation with the relevant agency head. may take 
IInY lawful action(s) regarding a subject's 6CCC$$ to SCI or other controlled IC(:CSS program 
ioformation without regard to the provisions of this or any other regulation or diroctlve. 

5, This document does not create or confer 00 any perwo or entity any right to administrative 
or judicial review of these procedures,. their implementation. or decisions or actions rendered thCl'1: 
under. Nordoes it create or confer any right. benefit, or privilege, wheUler $ubstanti\'e or 
procedural. for access to elllS5ified national intelligence. or create or confer any substantive or 
procedural right. benefit. or pri\ilege enforceable by any party against the United Slates or any 
agency. departmenl, or instrumentality ofthe executivc branch. its officers or employees. for any 
other person. 

E. EFFECTIVE DATE: This ICPG is effective on the datI: of signature. 

Date 
Plans and Requircmen~ 
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APPENDIX A - ACRONYMS 

IC PG 704.3 - DE . .""IALOR RE'·OCATION Of ACCESS TO Sn.smn: COM"AR1~1E.'T£D 
INfORMATIOS, OTHER C01'TROLl.ED ACCESS PROCRA.M L"FOR.'IATION, AND ApPEALS 

PROCESSr.s 

DNI Director ofNalional Intelligence 

EO EJ,;ccutive 0nIet' 

[C Intelligence Community 

[CD Intelligence Community Dirttlive 

SCI Sensitive Compartmented Infonnation 

ICPG Intelligence Community Policy Guidance 
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