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DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE DIRECTIVE NO. l/13 1 

COORDINATION OF THE COLLECTION 
AND EXPlOITATION OF IMAGERY INTELLIGENCE 

IEffrctive lS Ma~· 1976) 

. J.30 'Sb 
Pursuant to Section !02 of tht> !\:ational St.cur~ty Act of 194i, Execuih·e Ordt'1 ~ 

an~ National Security Counc:il lntelligence. D.irective5, a Commitlt'e on lm<1,:ery 
Requirement~ and Exploilation (COMIREX·J i~ hereby establiohed a~ a $landing 
Director of Central Jntellige11ce Committet' with-the foUov.•ing miS$kl!1 and functiom. 2 

I. Mission 

The mission of the committee. under th" general guidance of lhe Director of 
Central Intelligence~ is to advise. assist and-. a~ dir.eded, act for the- Director in the 
discharge of his duHes and responsiMitiesm:t forth in NSC!Ds l, 3 and 8 with·re.$pect 
to tl1e collection, processing arid e:cploit~ticin . of im~gery; to advise tlif J\'a!ional 
Foreign Intelligence ·Board; to assist in criordination · "'·ithin the l·ntelligencf' 
C',ommunity the accomplishment of infelligence·objectin~s. established by the Director 
of Central lntclli~ence in accordance \\'.it:hJli~ ·prior.it'i:es; and-to promote the efft-c:tive 
ust- of Community ima11ery rollection ancl.exploitaUon resouree~ and pmducts both at 
1ht> national and mililar~· command:liw~Js. The COMlflE:X is nol .rr~pnnsible for 
providinr, guidance to.tactical reconnaissanee assefs·in.directsupport of t:·S and Allied 
force~. . 

2. Ftm(:liom 

The Junctions of the committee ·are: 

a. To recommend:: to the Dirtclor of Central lnlellitzence and coordinate 
policiPs, ·directives and.guidance for tht"collection, proc:'t>.~sing and exploitation of 
imagery. 

b. To maintain a· cognizance of plans. programs and practic:e' of <n·erhcad 
reconnai5sancl' 3 and the proct'SSing and exploitation of derived imagt>ry: and to 
advisr tht- Director of Central intelli~e·ncl.! of ihe responsivcness·to national nePds 
for intelli~enct -information of existing and potentfal ~ystt>m.~ and ·remurces for 
thr rollection and explC1itation of overhead reconnaissance 'imagery. 

'Tliis d;1~ctiv• 1up.t<>•d.,.DC!D f/13 cHrc!i•• )'July 11'167 
>Fur th~ purf!Mt• Ill thi• di1ecij\'t, th!' term •·imagery·· inducle-. a!Lpraducb of •werl ... ad rr<'<>n""i>.ancr 

1l1at p«l\'IM·a llkeneu.ol any natural.or mlin-made·le~tmr•. objects and acilvilln. This·lmar:cr;,.~n I<• 
acquir~ thioug.h lhr sensing ol thr Yiwol or an~· olh01••i:mcnt·of1he-elt<1romar;netic speci.Uift'. li~'~«>O, 
such as panchrnmatic,. lnfraN!cl and radar. Within .(he conic•! of rhis-dii.-chve, imaiery dee• not includ• 
iecord• of c:ommuniC11tions, radar $igliab or·telcn1ctry data .that du not r~n:li:!uct' th• liken& ol obi!!ci• on 
photographic malerialc 

'0¥erhead. ieCQlnaiss&l\C\' >!)C'tifil·a!h·-.indutJe• denier! ar~u. "bidi 11n· dtfio..d •• all lt'rrifor)· •nd 
tcrrllnriol watrn claim~d by·CommunisfMlion•: fti;:,. .. JFauuch ntber ""'iu of priudt)· mtelligentt lnt~rc•I 
as ma~· be determ~ned· by the l:lircetor of Ccnlrnl Intelligence. 
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c:. To formulatt- coordinate:-d intellip:t<nC't ~uidancc: for: 

( l) Thf' proiramming of imagery collection and pmcessing resource~; 

(2) Collection mission plannin~ and tasking; c J 

The commilleE> shall make approprialf' re:-comml.'nd~tiom to ensure thE- validity 
and praclicalil) of such guidl!lnce in !ht' lighl of changing national 
circum~!an~s. th~ intellijeonce objeoti\les and priorities established by the DCI. 
arid cost effectiveness and certain ri$k considerations. · 

d. To monitor .. evaluate and report the' statm and effectiveness of overhead 
reconnaisl'ance cc:i-:.erage of defined areas and targets and the timeliness or 
ei;ploitation reporting of such coverage. 

e-. To evaluate: 

(1 J Imager)' products in the exploitation effort in term~ of utility. quality, 
timeliness and cost, and 

(2( The nt!ed to change ei.ther collection or exploitation guidance 
accordin~.J;-. 

f. To coordinate all malter~ relating to the evaluation. revision, 
implementation and execution of thf' National Ta~king ·Plan: and. as 
appropriate, to maintain cognizant'!!' of other policle! and plans relating: lo 

imagery e~ploitation 

g. To examine" current and planned overhead reconnaissance imagery 
collection system> and make recommendations, as appropriate, with respect to 
imagery e~ploit:ition requirements, techniques and information handling 
capabilities, including anr specific: needs for overseas processing of such imagery 
for national .purposes. 

h. To provide'. the effecti'\'e interface of research and d!'!velopment on imagery 
processing and interpretation equipment with projected exploitation activities at 
the- national and departmental level~: and to providl' a focal point for the 
ei;peditious excha11ge or information in the intC"resl of ensuring coordinated 
equ1pmenr procurement programs. 

i. To makr recommendatiom, advise on and dt'velop the proc-edure~ 
governing tht utilization of the products from overhead imager}' reconnaissanet' 
to include: 

(1) Dissemination; 

(2) Special ~ecurity controls; 

(3) Provisiom for use outside specie.I controls; and 

{4) The reiease or disclosure of s1.1clr imagery or derived information to be 
made to foreip:n government~ or international org,anizations in which the US 
Government participates. 
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3. Community rl.'spomibilitiei 

5EC~!T 
XOF(IR'S 

Upon request of the committee chairman, lntelli)!:enre Community OI(!aniiations 
shall furnish. to the committee withir• t>stablished securit~< $afeguards partieular 
information or materfak needed by iht .c:omrliittee and pertinent to its functions. 

4. Composition, organi=.~tum and iulas. bf procedure 

a. The composition. ~rgariization c!nd, rules of procedure of the COM lREX are 
those stated in ocm· 1/~. 

b. .The Chairman of COMH\EX .. as necessary. shall call upon Intelligence 
Community mganizii.tions e-ng:aged· :in imagery reoonna~sance or exploitation 
uncler the pur\·iew of this directh·e:to provide consultants to assist the committee .. 
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