


Text of the Agreed ""EuroGroup'' Minute, dated October 1, 1970

1. Ministers consider the presence of substantial United States
armed forces in Europe as vital for the security of the Alliance and thus
for maintaining peace and ensuring conditions for progress in the policy
of detente.

2. Any substantial reduction of American forces in Europe, except
in the context of mutual and balanced force reductions, would dangerously
destatilize the situation in Europe, and could have gravely damaging political
and military effects.

3. Ministers reaffirm the necessity of further improving the effective-
ness of the defense contribution of the European members of the Alliance
within the limits of their capacities. Closer European defense cooperation
would contribute materially to this end, and the Ministers agreed on the
need to strengthen joint endeavor.

4. Ministers recognize further that a burden-sharing arrangement
would be of considerable importance to the United States in maintaining
forces in Europe at substantially their current levels.

5. A collective European effort in burden-sharing -- by a financial
contribution, or by clearly identified additional measures to enhance
national forces (especially in the shortage categories emerging in the

“AD 70 study), or by a combination of methods -- would be a significant
token of European solidarity, and would also have considerable value in
its own right for the policy of European cooperation. The impact of any
burden-sharing effort would be enhanced by a broad participation of
European countries within their means.

6. Ministers therefore agreed to pursue a serious effort to work out

arrangements should be governed by the following principles.
\

-- Any burden-sharing arrangement should contribute to maintaining
US forces in Europe at substantially current levels. Burden-sharing
cannot go hand-in-hand with substantial US force reductions.

-- Contributions to any burden-sharing arrangements should not
detract from the defense efforts of European members of the Alliance
or impair the effectiveness of their forces.




-~ Burden-sharing must be on a European rather than US financial
scale, yet must be sufficient, in terms of both money and national
efforts, to demonstrate the earnestness of the European wish to
retain US forces and to offer realistic support for the purpose.

7. Ministers discussed the problem of burden-sharing and examined
various possible types of arrangement. They agreed that in the mean-
time their governments should continue to consult closely together on
this subject.

N

8. Ministers instructed Permanent Representatives to prepare a draft
basis for an offer to the US in the light of progress in governmental
decision-making, and agreed to meet again early in November in Brussels.




