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USAF STANDARDIZED ALARM SIGNALS
FOR AREAS SUBJECT TO NBCC ATTACK

IF YOU
FOR A CONVENTIONAL PROTECTIVE POSTURE YOU

MUST
FOR A CHEMICAL/ BIOLOGICAL PROTECTIVE POSTURE

YOU MUST
ATTACK IS PROBABLE

(PRE-ATTACK)

DON HELMET AND AVAILABLE BODY ARMOR

GO TO SHELTER WHEN DIRECTED

ATTACK IS PROBABLE
(PRE-ATTACK)

DON HELMET AND AVAILABLE BODY ARMOR

GO TO SHELTER OR SEEK OVERHEAD
PROTECTION WHEN DIRECTED

ASSUME MOPP 1 UNLESS OTHERWISE
DIRECTED

ATTACK IS IMMINENT OR IN PROGRESS
(TRANS-ATTACK)

TAKE COVER

ATTACK IS IMMINENT OR IN PROGRESS
(TRANS-ATTACK)

TAKE COVER

ASSUME MOPP 4 UNLESS OTHERWISE
DIRECTED

ATTACK IS OVER
(POST-ATTACK)

GO TO OR STAY IN SHELTER UNLESS OTHERWISE
DIRECTED

INITIATE POST ATTACK RECONNAISSANCE

NBC CONTAMINATION IS EXPECTED OR
PRESENT
(POST-ATTACK)

GO TO OR STAY IN SHELTER UNLESS OTHERWISE
DIRECTED

INITIATE POST ATTACK RECONNAISSANCE

ASSUME MOPP 4 UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED

HEAR “ALL CLEAR”

ATTACK IS NOT PROBABLE, NOR IS NBC
CONTAMINATION PRESENT

RESUME NORMAL OPERATIONS OR INITIATE
RECOVERY IF APPLICABLE

ATTACK IS NOT PROBABLE, NOR IS NBC
CONTAMINATION PRESENT

RESUME NORMAL OPERATIONS OR INITIATE
RECOVERY IF APPLICABLE

Local Information:  Policies and procedures may vary at deployed locations/theaters.  For example, the Republic of Korea deviates with Alarm Blue and Alarm Green.  Other variations include using
lights in addition to flags as visual indicators.

HEAR: “ALARM RED”, A 1 MINUTE WARBLING
TONE ON SIREN OR BLASTS ON HORNS,
WHISTLES, BUGLES, ETC
3 SECONDS ON - 1 SECOND OFF

HEAR: “ALARM BLACK”, “GAS-GAS-GAS”, A
BROKEN WARBLING TONE ON SIRENS OR
BLASTS ON HORNS, WHISTLES, BUGLES, ETC
(1 SECOND ON - 1 SECOND OFF) OR
CONTINUOUS BEATING OF METAL ON METAL

SEE: A RED FLAG

SEE: A BLACK FLAG

HEAR: “ALARM YELLOW”

SEE: A YELLOW FLAG


