
8. US Search and Rescue for Recovery of Cambodian Air Crews. The
WSAG agreed that the US should be willing to assist with search and
rescue if requested by the Cambodians through the South Vietnamese
(VNAF). However, the Cambodians are not to be informed that this is
the US position.

[Omitted here are the 10-page minutes of the meeting.]
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1 Source: National Archives, Nixon Presidential Materials, NSC Files, Box 276,
Agency Files, President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, Vol. V, 1 August 1970–31
December 1970. Top Secret; Sensitive; Eyes Only. According to an August 4 covering
memorandum by Lord, this was a “boiled down” version of the meeting. Lord wrote in
a postscript: “This is pretty dicey, close-hold material.” A full version of the meeting is
ibid. Haig prepared a summarized version of the meeting, July 18. (Ibid., Vol. IV, 1 May
1970–31 July 1970)
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Asian problems and that a high level government group should ex-
amine the region and propose coordinated actions to the President.
There was a particular need to explain the Nixon Doctrine and the con-
text of US withdrawals from the area.

US Intelligence. The President stated that the US is spending $6 bil-
lion per year on intelligence and deserves to receive a lot more for its
money than it has been getting. He could not put up with people ly-
ing to him about intelligence or giving warped evaluations; he wanted
to know if intelligence was inadequate or if it depicted a bad situation.
Many reports from the intelligence community were cautiously bland
and therefore completely meaningless, while others were written to fit
a preconceived philosophy. He believed that those responsible for de-
liberate slanting of reports should be fired. The time may be coming
when he would have to read the riot act to the entire intelligence com-
munity. He said that perhaps the most important function for the PFIAB
would be to help eradicate subjective judgments from intelligence
reports.

Miscellaneous. Several other subjects were touched upon. The Pres-
ident commented that the Cambodian operations had shown real team-
work at last among the various South Vietnamese forces. The Chair-
man noted that Vang Pao often risked his personal safety in combat
and the President said we should prevent him from doing this in view
of his importance to the effort in Laos. The Chairman declared that our
knowledge of the intentions of Peking and Hanoi were essentially non-
existent; for example, we might be passing over too casually the pos-
sibility of Chinese communist volunteers in Southeast Asia. The Chair-
man also stated that the critical factor in Eastern Asia during the next
few years will be the Russian decision about what to do about Chinese
nuclear weapons delivery developments. The President agreed with
Dr. Murphy that Indonesia was a key country with whom we should
maintain a good relationship.

1124 Foreign Relations, 1969–1976, Volume VI
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