





P. Nixon page3

Information was finally getting to the community. Some members began to feel they
were having meaningful input in the talks with the companies. But over the past few
years community members have murmured that they were beginning to loose ground in
their ability to get information. When chemical releases occur residents say information
is not in a timely manner. At times it takes weeks even months before the company will
list the chemical names and provide the health risks.

In the past two years there have been two notable chemical releases in the Institute area
that traveled outside the fence-line. One occurred on December 28, 2007, the other was
August 28, 2008. During both events emergency responders complained that they were
not given enough information from Bayer CropScience to make informed decisions about
actions to take to protect the public.

After the December 2007 incident Bayer CropScience vowed to provide emergency
services with detailed information during a release. On February 27, 2008, Bayer
officials described the December 2007 incident to the Sub-area Community Improvement
Council. They were told the chemical was thiodicarb, also known as Larvin, a hazardous
material used in insecticides.

After the much criticism about August 2008 incident, Bayer apologized and again vowed
to provide detailed information of releases. However, on October 26, 2008, the news
media informed Kanawha emergency services personnel of a MIC event that had
occurred at Bayer CropScience around the end of September 2008.

This became such an issue that West Virginia’s governor proposed an industrial incident
legislation which passed into law during this year’s 2009 Legislative session. This law
now requires businesses to report industrial incidents to 911 emergency centers within 15
minutes or be fined up to $100,000.

So it is no wonder that folks in the Kanawha Valley, particularly Institute residents have
lost confidence in Bayer CropScience providing early notification on chemical releases
that happen at their plant.



