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      March 11, 2008 
      (202)454-4691 
      saftergood@fas.org 
Elizabeth Farris 
Office of Legal Counsel  
Room 5515, 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Department of Justice  
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
By fax:  202-514-0563 
 
Dear Ms. Farris: 
 
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
We request a copy of an Office of Legal Counsel opinion from the George 
W. Bush Administration pertaining in part to the efficacy of executive 
orders. 
 
In particular, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse stated on the Senate floor on 
December 7 that he had examined an OLC opinion which included, 
according to his notes, the following statement or something resembling it: 
 
“An Executive order cannot limit a President. There is no constitutional 
requirement for a President to issue a new Executive order whenever he 
wishes to depart from the terms of a previous Executive order. Rather than 
violate an Executive order, the President has instead modified or waived   
it.” 
 
We request a copy of the OLC opinion referenced by Sen. Whitehouse. 
 

* * * 
 
We further request a fee waiver, on grounds that the subject matter is one 
of public interest.  But if fee waiver is denied, I hereby agree to pay 
assessable fees up to $50. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 



  
 
      Yours sincerely, 
 
 
      Steven Aftergood 
      Senior Research Analyst 
      Federation of American Scientists 

1725 DeSales Street NW, 6th floor 
Washington, DC   20036 
 
Voice:  (202)454-4691 
Email:  saftergood@fas.org 
 
 
 
 

P.S.  For your reference, Senator Whitehouse’s December 7 remarks can be found 
here: 
 
 http://whitehouse.senate.gov/record.cfm?id=288537& 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


