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CONTAINING PLUTONIUM DIOXIDE

by
P. D. Kleinschmidt

ABSTRACT

Detonation of hydrogen and oxygen in stainless steel storage containers produces
maximum pressures of 68.5 psia and 426.7 psia. The cylinders contain 3000 g of
PuO7 with 0.05 wt % and 0.5 wt % water respectively. The hydrogen and oxygen
are produced by the alpha decomposition of the water. Work Performed for
Savannah River Site

INTRODUCTION

Evidence [1] indicates that the reaction:
x HpO(ads) + PuOp(s) = xHp(g) + PuOp4x(s)

occurs when water is adsorbed on plutonia. This study will look at the worst case scenario when
all the water adsorbed on the plutonia is decomposed according to the reaction where:

HyO(ads) + particle = Ha(g) + 1/2 O2(g)

The maximum pressures obtained after combusting Hy and Oy will be calculated for the cases of
0.05 wt % and 0.5 wt % water adsorbed on the oxide.

The proposed storage container [2] is a stainless steel cylinder (material container) with outer
dimensions of 4.50 inches OD and 8.98 inches height and inner dimensions 4.37 inches ID by
8.85 inches height. The material container is contained in the primary containment vessel, the
outer dimensions of which are 5.00 inches OD and 9.63 inches in height. The interior dimensions
are 4.87 inches ID and 9.50 inches in height. The interior volume of the primary containment
vessel is 2900 cm3. The volume occupied by the walls of the material container is 165 cm3 and
the volume occupied by 3000 g of solid oxide (PuO7) with a theoretical density of 11.46 gm/cm3
[3]is 261 cm3. This gives a free volume of 2474 cm3. It is assumed that the material container is
breached so that the gas can occupy this free volume in the material container and the primary
containment vessel. The density of the powder is assumed to be 2 gm/cm3. The empty volume
above the oxide is 1235 cm3. It is assumed that deflagration will occur in this upper volume.
Deflagration is defined to be a flame propagated at subsonic speeds from the ignition site.



CALCULATIONS

A total of 0.08326 moles of Hy is produced from a sample with 0.05 wt % adsorbed water. Ten

times this amount will be produced from the 0.5 wt % sample. In the
0.05 wt % case Hy occupies 43.5% of the volume and in the 0.5 wt % case the volume % of Hj is

63.3%. In addition to Hy andO5, 500 torr of He is added to both the primary containment vessel
and to the material container. Both of the concentrations of Hy are within the flammability limits -

4.0 to 76.0 vol % [4]. Oxygen concentrations are 22% for the "0.05 wt %" case and 32% for the
0.5 wt % case. The maximum flammability limit is not explicitly stated in Zalosh [4], but it is
assumed to be greater than 32%.

A mixture of Hy and O3 requires 0.02 mJ [4] of energy to ignite it. The ignition source is heat

produced by the laser used to drill a hole in the primary containment vessel for gas sampling. The
dimensions of the drilled hole are 0.010 inch diameter by 0.028 inches in depth [5]. The energy
contained in the molten steel is 0.33 joules [6], which is sufficient to ignite the mixture. The
thermodynamic properties of Fe were used as a stand-in for stainless steel.

The peak pressure is calculated from the relation [4]:
Pm/Po = npTp/noTo

where
Py, = peak pressure
P, = initial pressure
np, = number of moles of gas after combustion
ng = number of moles of gas before combustion
Tp = adiabatic flame temperature
Te = initial temperature



Table. Calculated Peak Pressure from Deflagration

Water loading 0.05% 0.5% v
n reactant 0.0955 moles 0.6567 moles
n product 0.0433 moles 0.2410 moles
Th 2100 K 18300 K
Py 21.4 psia 191.2 psia
Pm 68.5 psia 426.7 psia
CONCLUSIONS

There is sufficient energy in the ignition source to cause a deflagration of the Hy/O7/He mixture.

The pressures in the primary containment vessel are not sufficient to rupture it. The burst pressure
is 2000 psia [7].

REFERENCES
1. Quarterly Status Report, April 1 - June 30, 1995, The Nuclear Materials Packaging and
Repackaging Project and The Vault Work-Off Project. Los Alamos National Laboratory, July
1995, N. A. Rink editor.

2. Stainless Steel Storage Containers for TA-55 Vault Repackaging, Los Alamos National
Laboratory Nuclear Materials Technology Division Drawing 26Y-203051, 10/21/93.

3. Handbook of Chemistry and Physics, 69th Ed., 1989, CRC Press, Cleveland, Ohio.

4. R. G. Zalosh, in SFPE Handbook of Fire Protection Engineering, Sect. 3 Chap. 16 Explosion
Protection, 2nd Ed., P. J. DiNenno et al eds., National Fire Protection Association, Quincy, MA
02269-9101.

5.D. J. Lujan, Los Alamos National Laboratory, private communication, December 1995.

6. Thermodynamic Properties of Individual Substances, L. V. Gurvitch, I. V. Veyts and C. B.
Alcock eds. 4th ed. 1989, Hemisphere Publishing Corporation, New York, New York.

7. D. Horrell, Los Alamos National Laboratory, private communication, December 1995.



This report has been reproduced directly from the
best available copy.

It is available to DOE and DOE contractors from the
Office of Scientific and Technical Information,

P.O. Box 62,

Oak Ridge, TN 37831.

Prices are available from

(615) 576-8401.

It is available to the public from the
National Technical Information Service,
US Department of Commerce,

5285 Port Royal Rd.

Springfield, VA 22616.



Los Alamos

NATIONAL LABORATORY

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545



	ABSTRACT
	INTRODUCTION
	CALCULATIONS
	CONCLUSIONS
	REFERENCES

