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The U.S. Department of State has assisted the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria in safely destroying 500

surplus Man-Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS) missiles and 500 grip stocks (launchers). Following the disposal

operation, the Department of State will provide additional funding to support clearance operations around the

Chelopechene Ammunition Storage facility, where a catastrophic explosion of obsolete munitions occurred in 2008. U.S.

assistance and funding was provided by the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement in the Bureau of Political-

Military Affairs (PM/WRA).

The United States, working with the Slovene International Trust Fund for Humanitarian Demining and Victims Assistance

(ITF), will provide approximately $2.2 million to fund contractors who will provide advice, logistical assistance, training,

and clearance support for the Chelopechene cleanup. In addition, the United States and the ITF also will facilitate the

clearance of 13 acres of the nearby river channel and small lakes in partnership with the Regional Center for Underwater

Demining (RCUD) in Montenegro.

Developed in the 1950s, MANPADS were designed to provide military ground forces protection from enemy aircraft.

However, in recent years, terrorists have actively sought out these weapons systems because of their portability, ease of

concealment, and potential threat to civilian aviation. Since 2003, U.S. Conventional Weapons Destruction efforts have

helped safely dispose of more than 32,000 excess, loosely secured, illicitly held, or otherwise at-risk MANPADS in 30

countries worldwide.

 

To learn more about the U.S. Department of State's efforts to reduce and destroy excess, unstable, and loosely secured

conventional weapons and munitions around the world, visit the PM/WRA website at www.state.gov/t/pm/wra.

PRN: 2011/395

Select a Quick Link

Select a Country or Other Area

http://blogs.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/video/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/pix/
http://www.state.gov/whats_new/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://m.state.gov/
http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/r/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/03/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/whats_new
http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
http://contact-us.state.gov/cgi-bin/state.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/subject/index.htm
http://search.state.gov/search
http://www.usa.gov/
http://m.state.gov/
mailto:?body=I thought you might be interested in the following information: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/03/158379.htm&subject=Interesting Information from the U.S. State Department
https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USSTATEBPA
http://blogs.state.gov/
http://twitter.com/StateDept
http://www.state.gov/misc/echannels/66791.htm
http://www.facebook.com/usdos
http://www.flickr.com/photos/statephotos
http://www.youtube.com/user/statevideo
http://www.state.gov/t/pm/wra
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/aboutstate
http://www.state.gov/policy
http://www.state.gov/p
http://www.state.gov/e
http://www.state.gov/t
http://www.state.gov/g
http://www.state.gov/r
http://www.state.gov/f
http://www.state.gov/secretary
http://www.state.gov/media
http://www.state.gov/travel
http://www.state.gov/careers
http://www.state.gov/business
http://www.state.gov/youthandeducation


State Department Helps Bulgaria Destroy Surplus Man-Portable Air Defense Systems

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/03/158379.htm[3/21/2011 3:04:16 PM]

Media Center
Daily Press Briefings

Reports and Publications

Public Schedule

Press Releases & Special
Briefings

Remarks, Testimony by Senior
Officials

Policy Issues

Foreign Press Center

Video

Photo Gallery

Email  Subscriptions

RSS News Feeds

More...

Travel
Passports

Visas

Travel Information

Emergency Services

Intercountry Adoption

Parental Child Abduction

Foreign Per Diem Rates

More...

Careers
Foreign Service Officer

Civil Service Officer

Foreign Service Specialist

Civilian Response Corps

International Organizations

Student Programs

USAJobs: Working for America

More...

Business
Business Support: Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ)

Global Partnership Initiative

Commercial and Business Affairs
Office

Key Officers of Foreign Service
Posts

Trade Policy and Programs

Country Commercial Guides

Defense Trade Controls

Small  and Disadvantaged
Business Utilization

Guide To Doing Business

Recovery and Reinvestment Act

FY2010 Service Contract
Inventory Summary and Detail
Report

More...

Secretary Clinton
Remarks

Travel

Photos

Biography

More...

Youth and Education
Student Website

Diplomatic History

Office of Overseas Schools

Exchange Visitor Program

Fulbright Program

Student Career Programs

Youth Exchange Programs

U.S. Diplomacy Center

Intercountry Adoption

Parental Child Abduction

More...

About State
Mission Statement

QDDR

Rules & Info Collection

Organization Chart

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton

Senior Officials

Special Envoys and Special
Representatives

Alphabetical List of Bureaus and
Offices

State @ Work

Biographies

Plans, Performance, Budgets

A Citizen's Guide to Foreign
Affairs

Open Government Initiative

No FEAR Act

Inspector General Hotline

U.S. Embassies and Other Posts

U.S. Mission to the United
Nations

More...

External Link Policy  Privacy Policy  FOIA  Copyright Information  White House  Other U.S. Government Info  Archive

The Office of Electronic Information, Bureau of Public Affairs, manages this site as a portal  for information from the U.S. State Department.

External links to other Internet sites should not be construed as an endorsement of the views or privacy policies contained therein.

http://www.state.gov/media
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/221.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/appt/2011/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/speeches/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/speeches/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/policy
http://fpc.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/video/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/pix/index.htm
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USSTATEBPA
http://www.state.gov/misc/echannels/66791.htm
http://www.state.gov/media/
http://www.state.gov/travel
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/visa_1750.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis_pa_tw_1168.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1212.html
http://www.adoption.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/abduction/abduction_580.html
http://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=184&menu_id=78
http://www.state.gov/travel/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/careers
http://careers.state.gov/officer/index.html
http://careers.state.gov/civil-service/index.html
http://careers.state.gov/specialist/index.html
http://www.civilianresponsecorps.gov/
http://intlorganizationjobs.state.gov/iva/default.aspx
http://careers.state.gov/students/
http://www.usajobs.gov/
http://www.state.gov/careers
http://www.state.gov/business
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/faq/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/faq/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/partnerships/
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/111812.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/111812.pdf
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/tpp/index.htm
http://www.buyusainfo.net/adsearch.cfm?search_type=int&loadnav=no
http://www.pmddtc.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/m/a/sdbu/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/a/sdbu/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/59422.htm
http://www.state.gov/recovery/index.htm
http://csm.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=135&menu_id=71
http://csm.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=135&menu_id=71
http://csm.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=135&menu_id=71
http://www.state.gov/business/
http://www.state.gov/secretary
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/trvl/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/pix/c27657.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/115321.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/youthandeducation
http://future.state.gov/
http://history.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/m/a/os/
http://exchanges.state.gov/jexchanges/index.html
http://fulbright.state.gov/
http://careers.state.gov/students/
http://exchanges.state.gov/youth/index.html
http://diplomacy.state.gov/
http://www.adoption.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/abduction/abduction_580.html
http://www.state.gov/youthandeducation/
http://www.state.gov/aboutstate
http://www.state.gov/s/d/rm/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/dmr/qddr/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/a/dir/rulemaking/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/99494.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/19232.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/129676.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/129676.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/1718.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/1718.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/pix/at_work/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/d/rm/c6113.htm
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/141872.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/141872.pdf
http://www.state.gov/open/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/ocr/c11528.htm
http://oig.state.gov/hotline/
http://www.usembassy.gov/
http://www.usun.state.gov/
http://www.usun.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/aboutstate/
http://www.state.gov/misc/152386.htm
http://www.state.gov/misc/415.htm
http://www.state.gov/m/a/ips/
http://www.state.gov/misc/87529.htm#copyright
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.state.gov/misc/60289.htm
http://2001-2009.state.gov/

	state.gov
	State Department Helps Bulgaria Destroy Surplus Man-Portable Air Defense Systems


	MvMjAxMS8wMy8xNTgzNzkuaHRtAA==: 
	gs: 
	q: Enter keyword here
	search-button: 




